Annex I 

Concept Note for Maritime Innovation Good Practices
1. Background
Against the backdrop of the global maritime sector’s urgent transition toward decarbonization, digitalization, and inclusive development—aligned with the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the United Nations Decade of Sustainable Transport (2026-2035)—the Global Sustainable Maritime Innovation Cooperation Framework (hereinafter referred to as the "Framework") was jointly initiated by the International Maritime Organization (IMO), the China Maritime Safety Administration(China MSA) and the Global Sustainable Transport Innovation and Knowledge Center (GSTIKC). With core objectives of driving sustainable maritime development and enhancing developing countries’ innovation capacities, the Framework upholds the principles of multi-stakeholder collaboration and project-driven implementation, It aims to build a global innovation ecosystem that translates ideas into practical outcomes.
As a key element of the Framework, knowledge sharing and innovation dissemination are central to fostering cross-sectoral synergy. The Framework’s designed knowledge-sharing tools include the annual compilation of Maritime Innovation Good Practices (hereinafter referred to as the "Good Practices") and the annual call for Maritime Innovation Briefs, which complement its flagship capacity-building initiative—the Maritime Innovation Leadership Program (MILP)—to form a complete chain of "knowledge generation → capacity building → project implementation."
Globally, the UN Global Sustainable Transport Conferences (2016 Ashgabat, 2021 Beijing) and subsequent Global Sustainable Transport Forums (2022, 2023) have emphasized the importance of integrating science, technology, and innovation into sustainable transport systems, and promoting best practice exchange to enhance connectivity. To respond to this global call, the Global Sustainable Transport Innovation and Knowledge Center, supported by UN DESA, launched the annual Global Sustainable Transport (GST) Good Practices initiative in 2025.
In October 2025, the IMO-China Global Sustainable Maritime Innovation Workshop was successfully held in Fuzhou, serving as a platform under the Framework to promote high-level dialogue and practical cooperation. Participants strongly endorsed the need to collect and disseminate maritime-specific good practices, which laid the foundation for the launch of the Maritime Innovation Good Practices Initiative.
2. Objectives of the Maritime Innovation Good Practices
Building on the Framework’s mission, the outcomes of the Fuzhou seminar, and the GST Good Practices initiative, the Good Practices’ core objectives are to:
Systematically collect and showcase exemplary, actionable maritime innovation practices across the full maritime transportation value chain, to respond to the UN’s call for sustainable transport best practice exchange and support the UN Decade of Sustainable Transport implementation.
Highlight replicable and scalable maritime innovation achievements in    policies, projects, technologies, and mechanisms—to provide practical models for countries, especially developing countries and Small Island Developing States (SIDS).
Promote the exchange and adoption of high-quality maritime innovation practices among global stakeholders, bridging the gap between innovation and implementation, and driving the transformation of the maritime sector toward sustainability.
Strengthen the multi-stakeholder collaboration mechanism of the Framework by integrating cross-sectoral wisdom, and enrich the Framework’s knowledge-sharing ecosystem.
Provide valuable input for the global GST Good Practices initiative, highlighting the maritime sector’s contributions to sustainable transport development and supporting the achievement of the UN 2030 Agenda.
3. Scope of Coverage
The Good Practices cover the full value chain of maritime transportation, focusing on inclusive and innovative practices related to sustainable maritime development, including but not limited to:
Ship Technology & Operations: Green and low-carbon ship design, alternative fuel propulsion systems, energy-saving operational practices, onboard carbon capture and waste management, smart ship technologies and applications.
Port Technology & Management: Low-carbon port infrastructure, electrified handling equipment, smart port management systems, shore power supply, port circular economy practices, and resilient port construction.
Maritime Logistics & Connectivity: Digital logistics management, blockchain-based cargo traceability, integrated port-shipping-logistics coordination, green logistics corridors, and enhanced maritime connectivity for remote regions.
Policy & Mechanism Innovation: Incentive policies for maritime green innovation, multi-stakeholder cooperation mechanisms, technology transfer models for developing countries, and capacity-building initiatives for sustainable maritime development.
4. Guiding Principles
4.1 Alignment with Global Sustainability Objectives
The Good Practices uphold the UN 2030 Agenda, the UN Decade of Sustainable Transport goals, and the IMO’s principles, ensuring all practices reflect the value orientation of sustainable maritime development.
4.2 Inclusivity & Equity
Prioritize practices applicable to diverse contexts—from advanced economies to resource-constrained regions—ensuring developing countries and SIDS’ practices are fully represented and their needs are addressed.
4.3 Practicality & Effectiveness
Focus on practices that have been tested in real scenarios, with measurable outcomes and proven effectiveness in promoting sustainable maritime development and solving practical challenges.
4.4 Replicability & Scalability
Emphasize practices that can be replicated or scaled up in different regions and contexts, providing actionable experiences and lessons for global stakeholders.
4.5 Synergy & Innovation
Highlight practices that demonstrate synergy between maritime development and economic, social, and ecological progress, as well as innovative concepts, technologies, policies, or models with exemplary value.
5. Organization and Core Contributor Groups & Focus Areas
The Sustainable Maritime Innovation Cooperation Framework is jointly organized by IMO, The China Maritime Safety Administration(China MSA) and Global Sustainable Transport Innovation and Knowledge Center. Leveraging the Framework’s multi-stakeholder network, Global Sustainable Transport Innovation and Knowledge Center, supported by IMO, China MSA will gather contributions of the Good Practices from diverse groups, each bringing distinct expertise and practices:
International Organizations: IMO, IALA, IHO, ICS, IAPH, BIMCO, etc., contributing global-level cooperation practices and standardization initiatives.
Governments & Maritime Authorities: National maritime administrations and port authorities, sharing policy innovations and national/regional implementation practices.
Industries & Enterprises: Shipping companies, port operators, shipyards, logistics enterprises, etc., providing technological application and operational practice cases.
Research Institutes & Academia: Maritime universities and research institutions, contributing R&D transformation practices and capacity-building models.
Industry Associations & NGOs: Sector coordination practices, multi-stakeholder cooperation initiatives, and public welfare-oriented maritime innovation projects.
Individual Experts: Niche innovation practices and practical experiences in specific maritime fields.
6. Recommendation & Compilation
6.1 Annual Call for Recommendations
GSTIKC, in collaboration with China MSA, IMO and relevant stakeholders, will conduct an annual call for Maritime Innovation Good Practices, inviting global contributors to recommend practices in a standardized format.
6.2 Review
Experts from contributor groups, institutions and advisors will review recommended Good Practices based on the guiding principles, selecting high-quality practices that meet the criteria of relevance, innovation, effectiveness, replicability, and synergy.
6.3 Compilation
Selected practices will be compiled into the annual Maritime Innovation Good Practices document.
7. Dissemination & Promotion
7.1 Dissemination 
The annual Maritime Innovation Good Practices will be disseminated via IMO’s global network, GSTIKC’s knowledge platform, contributor organizations’ channels, Global Sustainable Transport Forums.
7.2 Promotion Activities
Organize experience-sharing sessions, seminars, and capacity-building programs to promote the adoption of good practices, especially in developing countries, and facilitate technology transfer and knowledge exchange.
8. Expected Impact
As a core knowledge product of the Framework and a key component of the global GST Good Practices initiative, the Maritime Innovation Good Practices will:
Showcase the maritime sector’s innovative achievements in sustainable development, enhancing the sector’s global influence and contributing to the UN Decade of Sustainable Transport.
Accelerate the exchange and adoption of replicable maritime innovation practices, bridging the gap between innovation and implementation across the global maritime sector.
Empower developing countries and SIDS to learn from advanced experiences, enhance their maritime innovation capacities, and promote equitable and inclusive maritime development.
Strengthen multi-stakeholder collaboration under the Framework, fostering a global ecosystem for sustainable maritime innovation.
Support the achievement of the UN 2030 Agenda and drive the global maritime sector toward a net-zero, smart, inclusive, and resilient future.


